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Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
As you will have read in the last couple of newsletters, we have been planning to write to all our parents and families about the 
current financial situation that Lowther is facing.  The purpose of this letter is to share and explain what these financial pressures 
are, and to offer a simple guide as to how you can help.  
 
Recently, at our school governors meetings, we have expressed a growing concern for the financial situation our school faces. Our 
situation is not unique, as most state-funded primary schools in the country are facing similar challenges. The view of local head 
teachers in Richmond and Kingston is that ‘the situation faced by local schools means that we will soon be at the point where 
leaders are forced to make drastic decisions that will significantly impact on young people's lives and education’. 
 
Broadly speaking this situation has come about as a result of two forces: 
1. There have been mandatory increases in salaries, national insurance and pension contributions for staff that have not been 
funded by central government for 4 years. 
2. There have been cuts in the amount of local authority funding per pupil of 1.5% every year for the last 4 years and we are 
expecting this to continue for the next 3 years.  
 
As Governors of Lowther School, we are concerned about the effects of these funding pressures on the quality of education 
provided to your children. The school has - so far - managed impressive levels of efficiency, with cost savings being made where they 
are least likely to have a damaging impact. However, given the current trajectory, further cuts will be necessary.  
 
The purpose of this letter is not to alarm you but to fulfil our obligation to inform you of the pressures that the school is under. We 
would like to assure you that we will do all that we can to assist the school in finding ways to work within whatever budgets we 
have, to ensure that Lowther School is able to continue to offer an excellent primary school education to your child. 
 
We would also like to ask you to consider if there are any ways in which you can help.  
 
Whilst we do not think it is either right or possible to ask parents to replace essential government funding, there are ways in which 
you can contribute to the school.  The PTA is a registered charity: we would urge those of you who are able to make regular annual 
donations to the PTA. These funds cannot cover teachers’ salaries or other operational expenses, but they can cover capital 
expenditure such as new computers and building improvements, which are vital for the broader learning experience of your child.  
 
Any amount - however small or large - is much appreciated. Any donations will be completely ANONYMOUS. Nobody within the 
school team, the Governing Body or the PTA will have any access to donor details.  
 
Payments can be made easily via Virgin money giving. Remember: if you are a UK taxpayer, your donation will be more valuable to 
the school if you agree to gift aid.  This adds an extra 25% to your donation.  
 
As the school’s Governing Body, we have been impressed by what Lowther has achieved so far. We are convinced that the school 
will continue to offer a fantastic education to your child. We hope that you agree, and that you will help us support the school in 
whatever way you can through the challenges ahead. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Mark Tuffney            Sharon McNab       
Mark Tuffney                 Sharon McNab 
Headteacher                Chair of governors         
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Making a donation to the Lowther School Family PTA 
 

Lowther Primary School PTA is registered with Virgin Money Giving to make it easy for all parents, teachers, 
friends, local businesses and supporters all over the world to make donations to the school. The PTA is a 
registered Charity. 
 
Here’s how to make either a one-off donation or to make a regular monthly donation. You can choose any 
amount to donate. The minimum is £1. It’s quick and easy to do and we’d love families to sign up to 
contribute however much they can manage.  
 
First	visit	http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/finalCharityHomepage.action?charityId=1008481	

(This	is	the	homepage	for	Lowther’s	Virgin	Money	Giving	Account)	
	

There	is	also	a	link	to	this	page	on	the	Fundraise/Donate	page	of	the	school’s	website.	
	

	
	
Choose to donate either a one off payment or a monthly donation. 
Select the amount you would like to give and which date you would like the amount to be debited from your 
bank account. You can enter any amount in the free form box or select one of the options from £15 - £100 per 
month. 
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Once you’ve selected your pay monthly or single amount there are just 5 simple steps to complete…  

	
Step 1 of 5 - Enter your email address 

	
 
Step 2 of 5 - Add in a few more details 
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Step 3 of 5 - Agree to gift aid 
IMPORTANT	–	please	do	tick	the	box	for	Gift	Aid	if	you	are	eligible.	This	makes	a	
HUGE	difference	to	the	school,	generating	an	extra	25p	for	every	£1	you	donate.	
	

 
Step 4 of 5 - Review your donation 
Check the Virgin Money Giving ‘Terms of Service’ & ‘Privacy Policy’ and tick the box to opt out of marketing 
emails from Virgin Money Giving (if you wish to) before clicking to confirm your donation. 

	
Step 5 of 5 - Pay with card  
Enter your sort code and bank details for the account you wish the funds to be debited from on the date you 
have selected 

 
 
Many thanks for supporting the Lowther School Family. 
 


